MUSIC NOTES FOR YOU ME AND THE BUS II ARTISTS:


These notes were compiled as a starting point for artists interested in the music history of Athens, Georgia.  Thanks to Josh McKay, Jared Bailey, Bruce Burch, Jim Hawkins, David Barbe and Valerie Aldridge for helping us gather this information. We hope that this listing will provide you with some insight and feeling for the legendary and diverse music scene in Athens, and give you some band names to Google. You may also want to view the YouTube video "Athens Inside Out" for more information on the creative music scene of Athens.  For general information on the city of Athens, go to the Convention and Visitors Bureau website, www.visitathensga.com.

Rhythm and Blues-Last Resort Restaurant was a folk music club in the 60’s and 70’s and a hot spot for local music. Though rare, there were a few integrated bands at that time such as The Embers. Other R & B singers and bands were Mad Dog Melton and The Lancers who played at the House of Blue Lights and at Sorority and Fraternity parties. Over the years The Jesters, The Common People, Dirk Howell and others have continued to mix R & B with pop tunes of the times.

Country Blues harp players such as Neal Pattman entertained us with vocals steeped in southern blues. R & B singer Jackie Payne also switched to singing the blues. Black clubs were in the Morton and Payne Buildings and promoted by Eddie Clarke with singers Bennett Johnson, Ginger Hester, Jackie Payne and piano player George Allgood.

From ’78-’86, Foundry Street Club on the outskirts of town became the epicenter of bands that would put the music scene of Athens on the national map. The B-52's defined New Wave. Born out of a small town thirst for excitement, parties and art school adventurousness, their retro-future style and progressive undercurrent gender/ queer power style became famous. The band was catapulted into fame with the song “The Love Shack!”.  Pylon’s tighter focus, that would become “No Wave”, was more minimalist, atonal and driving.   

Post Punk meets Folk-Rock. In the early 80’s, R.E.M arrived with 60’s overtones. They reinforced Athens' mystique with oblique poetry and truly unique sound, as well as Stipes' private and reticent demeanor.  Following years of underground success, R.E.M. achieved a mainstream hit in 1987 with the single "The One I Love". The group signed to Warner Bros. Records in 1988, and began to espouse political and environmental concerns while playing large arenas worldwide.

By the early 1990s, when alternative rock began to experience broad mainstream success, R.E.M. was viewed as a pioneer of the genre and released its two most commercially successful albums, Out of Time (1991) and Automatic for the People (1992), which veered from the band's established sound. R.E.M.'s 1994 release Monster was a return to a more rock-oriented sound. Through some changes in musical style, the band continued its career into the next decade with mixed critical and commercial success. In 2007, the band was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.

Love Tractor and Method Actors merged various facets of post punk, retroisms, psychedelia and southern dialectic. Bands also playing during this period were Dreams So Real, Flat Duo Jets, Bar-B-Q Killers, Time Toy, Guadalcanal Diary and Killkenny Cats. White Trash, Mercyland, Eat America, and Is Ought Gap were rebels at the cutting edge between music and noise.  Jack-O-Nuts Band, one of the most respected bands in the scene, received quite a bit of attention and received good national reviews, too.  

The second wave of bands between ’80 and ’90 were less connected to the established ‘Athens’ temperament. During this darker time they played harder rock, and were more Grunge influenced. Hayride played hard rock with a boogie beat, Harvey Milk was more sludge metal, and Porn Orchard was pure grunge. During the early 90’s the bands were more Experimental with Hetch-hetchy playing dark, eclectic rock and Asa Nisi Masa playing eclectic progressive rock. 

Southern music influence The Squalls in the 80’s and in the 90’s Chickasaw Mud Puppies playing Americana. Vic Chestnutt evolved into a southern gothic songsmith. Widespread Panic, whose music transcends many generations, gave a memorable concert for their CD release. It is reported that between 60,000 to 100,000 people filled the streets dancing and signing. Bands like Panic, Allgood Music Company, White Buffalo, The Landsharks and Strawberry Flats formed a very closely knit community of Hippie jam/southern rock bands. The Glands, Now It's Overhead, and Drive ByTruckers transcend any sub- genre.

The third wave of bands started in 1996 with Indi Explosion. This return to the more colorful, artistic variety associated with Athens' history saw a surge in young bands. Olivia Tremor Control with its psychedelic music spawned Elf Power, Music Tapes, Gerbils and popular group Of Montreal. Neutral Milk Hotel described their music as Baroque Folk-Rock.

Post Rock then followed with Macha, The Go Figures, Japancakes and Maserati. Macha’s tribal beats mixed with soft Asian sounding marimba bell tones, gongs and atonal chords gave electric and haunting performances. Empire State made instruments with found objects to create really unique sounds.

Indie-Pop sounds were played by Kindercore Records which sponsored Kincaid, Masters for the Hemisphere and Joe Christmas. The Glands and Five Eight made Indie-Rock popular.

Country singers from Athens Mike Dekle, T. Graham Brown, Kinchafoonee Cowboys, and John Berry were the inspiration for several generations of musicians. The Normaltown Flyers played at venues like the Georgia Theater, Allens’ and  Fox’s. Star Room Boys’ songwriting was so good they drew fans from all of the different scene factions during their heyday in the late 90's which was unusual.


Prolific song writer and legendary Athens musician, Randall Bramlett has played w/ Greg Allman, Steve Winwood, and Chuck Leavelll in Sea Level, Traffic, and many others. His concern for the human condition comes through his songs always looking for the inner soul of common man. 


Futuristic Soul has been used to describe Knarls Barkley. Funky Dangermouse and the classically trained bass player as well as the mixer of this music are originally from here. In joining famous Rapper Cee-lo, they hit the European scene with rave revues with  " Crazy!" 

One of the hottest local bands in the past few years has been the Modern Skirts. This fun Pop Rock with cheeky stage fashion has been headlining events like AthFest and opening for R.E. M. on their European tour.

In recent years Nuci’s Space, which provides practice space and mental health counseling for musicians, and The University of Georgia Music Business Program, which prepares students for the many areas in the music industry have enhanced opportunities for musicians. According to a 2003 study, the total annual economic impact of the music industry in Georgia was $989.5 million. The legendary Athens music scene is in large part responsible for this growth. 

We hope that you will find this information informative and that it will stimulate your creativity to design a bus shelter that will reflect some aspect of the musical traditions of Athens. Thank you for your time and submission.

